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Overcoming isolation is sometimes about 
geographical distance but is always about 
relationships. That’s why the message of 
Jesus is such a powerful antidote. The 
same good news that re-connects us with 
our maker and rescuer always leads us to 
connect with others.

In this Real Australian you will read how 

God is at work through BCA-supported 

ministry to make life-changing connections. 

One aspect of this is the willingness of BCA 

people to work with other Christians and 

organisations to make a difference in their 

communities and networks. Whether it is 

Neville and Kathy Naden supporting other 

indigenous Christian leaders in their roles 

with the Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship 

or our involvement with the Soul Survivor 

youth ministry we are committed to moving 

beyond isolation to partnership.

Another aspect of overcoming isolation 

is standing with people in the tough times. 

Large swathes of Western Queensland and 

New South Wales continue to be impacted 

by drought. People in the bush know that 

drought can erode relationships every bit as 

much as it dries paddocks. Lack of money 

can make it difficult to offer hospitality. 

Lack of hope can make it difficult to face 

your neighbours.

That’s why ministries like Anne and Noel 

Nixon’s at Winton are so important. They 

build connections with people and between 

people. Most importantly, they point to the 

living water which flows freely when we 

connect with God through Jesus Christ.

At this time of year members of the BCA 

family will be invited to stand with hurting 

people by giving to our Appeal. What a 

privilege it is to make connections for 

Christ’s sake!

National Director Mark Short
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Soul Survivors
One of the groups that BCA is in 
partnership with is a passionate and God 
led group called Soul Survivor. They are a 
group of Christians who call themselves a 
bunch of ordinary Aussies who love Jesus, 
love encouraging youth and young adults 
to live out the heart of worship in word, 
spirit and practical servant-evangelism.

Soul Survivor NSW/ACT is a full-time 

ministry, run by a core team in Sydney and 

Canberra. Soul Survivor’s activities have 

been steadily growing, to now include 

regional events, servant evangelism projects 

and training in addition to the annual 

conference, on the other side of the world. 

Originally Soul Survivor began in the UK in 

1993, through a man named Mike Pilavachi 

when he and his team were inspired by God 

to lead a youth movement, giving them a 

renewed vision of Jesus. After two decades 

Soul Survivor is in a number of different 

countries and other parts of Australia, 

such as Sydney and Melbourne. The aim 

of Soul Survivor is to make the message 

of God’s love relevant and accessible to 

everyone. They want to engage with the 

world around them and not just escape it 

through creating a Christian sub-culture. 

They believe that worship, evangelism and 

justice go hand in hand and they recognise 

that they– through their words and actions 

– can be a living representation of God in 

our world. They express that relationship 

particularly in following the biblical 

commands to care for the poor, the broken, 

the marginalised and the dispossessed and 

to stand for justice as an expression of the 

Kingdom of God.

Matt Gelding, has been the Director of 

Soul Survivor NSW since 2004 and Soul 

Survivor has been serving youth groups 

in rural NSW/ACT for the last 8 years. In 

asking Matt how this partnership began 

it was a relatively easy one to figure out. 

“When we started to understand that God 

was placing the rural youth groups in our 

heart, I remembered BCA. So I took former 

National Director Brian Roberts out for 

a coffee and we started dreaming,” says 

Matt. “I love what BCA is doing and I would 

love to see young people know that BCA is 

there and ready to receive new workers for 

the field. If someone from a Soul Survivor 

event starts serving with BCA, I would be 

very happy. Matt continued on by saying, “I 

would love to see some workers from Soul 

Survivor join BCA in the field. I would love 

to see our partnership with the Indigenous 

church grow through BCA. I would love to 

see this relationship with BCA last. Working 

with BCA National Director Mark Short, 

NSW/ACT Regional Officer, Peter Adkins and 

the rest of the BCA team is like working 

with companions in the gospel. I enjoy 

working with BCA.” This is a partnership 

that BCA is encouraged by and happy to see 

where it will lead in the future.

BCA has been blessed to work with Soul 

Survivor over a number of years. We love 

their passion for connecting young people 

with Jesus and opportunities to serve. They 

share our heart for the bush and we look 

forward to working together in the years 

ahead. In late April, BCA was part of the 

Soul Survivor ‘For the One’ conference, 

with a team including Nomads making 

pancakes every morning for all attendees. 

Peter Adkins and Youth Promotions Officer 

Jen Schabel ran a seminar each and looked 

after the BCA Interactive stall, which gave 

an insight into the lives of current BCA Field 

Staff. •

Timothy Adkins

The crowd gathers for pancakes on the first morning of the 2014 For The One Conference

Some of the first visitors to the BCA Stall
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Traditional Island Feast in the Heart of  
Moranbah

Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship
Partnership is an inherent part of BCA’s 
DNA. It runs through who we are and what 
we do. This next story involves the Nadens 
in Broken Hill. 

Neville is BCA’s Indigenous Worker there 

and he has a very important role in that 

community. He also wears another hat 

which is chair for the Aboriginal Evangelical 

Fellowship of Australia.

The AEF is a nationwide Christian 

fellowship mainly designed to encourage 

Aboriginal Christians in leadership, 

fellowship and responsibility. Neville has 

a deep passion for this and you can see 

his heart in that. Over the past two years, 

the Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship of 

Australia has seen a number of changes 

that encourage the bringing together of 

Aboriginal people from across the various 

denominations for fellowship. Changes 

include a review that outlined a need for 

AEF to adopt a more inclusive mandate for 

encouraging unity amongst members of the 

fellowship.

“I have been nominated in the national 

chair again for another two years. Two years 

ago when I took up the chair position we 

wanted to implement some changes for the 

fellowship. This began by having a review of 

all AEF’s activities. This implementation of 

the recommendations is now underway. The 

role of the chair is a big responsibility”, says 

Neville. “Helping members think through a 

vision for the fellowship for the next two 

years is important,” Neville explained. “This is 

a process and may take a while to see some 

growth, however they know the platform is 

set for the fellowship to grow if God wills it 

to happen.”

Every two years an AGM is held at 

the convention in Port Augusta and the 

fellowship nominates a new federal council. 

Neville was nominated unopposed in 

January this year and it will be exciting to 

see where this leads. •

Timothy Adkins
Out of a great need, came a great idea! 
When all the air conditioners in the 
church and hall stopped working, the long 
hot summer motivated us to do some fund 
raising. 

An islander family in our congregation 

suggested a hangi. A hangi is a traditional 

Maori custom in which food is cooked by 

heated rocks that are buried in a pit to 

make an oven.

We were overwhelmed by the 

community support when I advertised it on 

the community Facebook page. It’s been an 

intriguing journey of social networking over 

the past few weeks! We are always looking 

for ways to raise the profile of St Francis 

in town and this idea provided a great way 

to do it. Last Saturday we met many Kiwis 

who are living in Moranbah as they flocked 

to have a taste of “home”. We hope visiting 

our church as they did will connect them in 

a more spiritual way too.

Part of the fun of the hangi is the 

celebration of culture. In our church at 

the moment we are blessed with quite a 

number of islanders and Kiwis. It was a 

wonderful way of sharing in something 

that is an important part of their life and 

culture. I have become a hangi fan. Praise 

God! •

Katherine Haynes 
BCA Field Staff Moranbah

Traditional Maori cooking custom called Hangi

Neville and Kathryn Naden
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BCA Veterans

Field Staff
•  Martin and Vivien Bleby (1984-87), Ian 

and Robin Robertson (1988-92).  

Ex Coober Pedy Rob and Phyllis McEwin. 

Ex Leigh Creek (1974-77) and Pt Augusta 

based mid-west Patrol (1977-83) Bob and 

Rigmor George. Ex Winton (1978-82) and 

Sanderson (1982-88)

Medical Workers
•  Merna Mueller (Doctor, Flying Medical 

Service Ceduna 1950-67)

•  Rowena (and Jim) Dunk (Pharmacist, 

Flying Medical Service Ceduna 1965)

•  Pat Watts (Nurse, Coober Pedy 1972, 

Kununurra 1974, Cook, 1975-77)

•  Marjory Dickson (Nurse Cook and Tarcoola 

1979-80)

Hostel Workers and Administration
•  Ruth (and Jim dec) Stocks at Broken Hill 

(1974-77, 1981-82)

•  Dorrie (and Stan dec) Hummerston at 

Pt Lincoln (1958-64), Administrator 

Flying Medical Service Ceduna 1964-68, 

Secretary Head Office 1969-70, Diocesan 

Administrator Geraldton 1970-84)

•  Adelaide Office

Bruce (and Judy) Cliff (1982-88)

Marilyn (and Peter) Brown (1983-86)

Bob (and Rigmor) George (1988-94)

Owen (and Hilary) Thomas (1995-99)

David (and Jennifer) Hand (2000-05)

Helen Spring (2009-current).

Vivien (and Martin) Bleby (2010-current) •

The Revd Bob George   

BCA SA/NT Regional Committee

Twenty six former BCA workers gathered 
in an Adelaide metropolitan pub for a 
Saturday lunch during April. The purpose 
of such an occasion was to renew 
acquaintances, to reminisce about serving 
with BCA, and to encourage one another 
in our ongoing Christian journey.

The reunion sought to gather as many 

as possible former BCA personnel who 

currently reside in either South Australia 

or Northern Territory. A range of former 

BCA ministries were represented in the list 

below. It was most encouraging that Mark 

and Monica Short flew to Adelaide for the 

occasion and Mark was able to report on 

the latest ministry initiatives within the 

Society.

There were eighteen folk who apologised 

for not being able to make it on the day of 

the reunion. This opens up the possibility 

for future gatherings and may be the 

establishment of an ongoing network, 

acknowledging that once part of the BCA 

family, then always part of the BCA family, 

and never forgotten! Praise the Lord for his 

calling and sustaining power to serve.

Photographic proof sheet of Merna Mueller at work

Doris and Stan Hummerston

Martin and Vivien Bleby

Ian and Robin Robertson

Helen Spring
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Linking with our Church Partners April Bottom Scholarship
The links that BCA has with churches 
are a crucial part of how both can work 
together to help spread the gospel from 
the dusty plains out to the coastlines that 
fill this great country in which we live.

A link church relationship gives a church 

a chance to connect with a particular area 

and the BCA couple or family who are 

serving there. The church that is linked to 

the Field Staff will support them through 

the avenues of prayer, emotionally and also 

financially. The Field Staff will keep them 

up to date with what is going on in their 

particular region, so they know what is 

happening and what to be praying for them. 

The church will also assign someone who 

can be a representative for the particular 

Field Staff, who will make sure that they are 

receiving the information from those who 

are out in the field and that in turn they 

can keep the Field Staff up to date with 

what they are doing as a church.

Visits can take place from the church to 

the BCA field location to help maintain that 

relationship and Field Staff can likewise visit 

a particular church if they are travelling 

in that certain area on holidays as well. 

One example of this can be seen in the 

partnership between the Piggott family in 

Coober Pedy and their link church Camden 

Haven Anglican Parish. The Piggotts served 

in Camden Haven, before they moved to 

Coober Pedy.

Geoff and Tracey explained to me 

how much their Link Churches mean to 

have so many faithful partners. “What a 

benefit to have the BCA family and our 

Link churches in particular standing with 

us through thick and thin. One of our Link 

Churches is Camden Haven Anglican, where 

we ministered for 16 years before coming 

here. We call it our Home Church. They 

know us. They love us. They have stayed 

connected with us and it helps us not feel 

so alone. When they contact us and ask for 

information we know they are interested 

to grasp what it’s like out here. We know 

they pray for us and as we recognise our 

weakness to make a difference we recognise 

at the same time the need for prayer. We do 

recognise the amazing support it is for us to 

not have to worry about the finances. That 

would be an extra drain but because of the 

commitment of our Link churches we can 

get on with the job. We value all of our Link 

churches and pray that their connection 

with the ministry here at Catacomb Church 

will spur them on in their ministry in similar 

ways to the encouragement they give us.”

Partnering with other churches across 

the country not only strengthens those 

who are hearing about the work that God is 

doing, it also encourages those who are out 

in the remote and rural parts of Australia 

trying to share the gospel in those regions, 

knowing that they are being supported 

from those who aren’t physically out there 

with them. 

If you would like to find out more 

about how you can establish a link church 

relationship with a BCA location, please 

contact your local BCA Regional Officer – 

you will find their contact details on the 

inside the front cover of this magazine. •

The April Bottom Scholarship was set up 

to assist families from the Parish of the Far 

West and Broken Hill with the education of 

their children, particularly where students 

needed to leave the region in order to 

achieve their education potential.

To be eligible, you must:
•  Be a resident of the Parish of Broken Hill 

and the Far West.

•  Undertake study outside the Parish in 

2015.

•  Submit your completed application by 

the closing date and have it verified by 

parents/carers.

•  Provide your last year’s academic 

records and any other information (e.g. 

sporting, academic achievements, club 

memberships, etc.) to support your 

application.

The winner for the 2015 Scholarship will 

be notified in mid-October this year and the 

amount of $10,000 will go towards their 

tuition fees/boarding fees/text books, etc. 

as they commence their studies in 2015. 

Applications close on 5th September, 2014.

The 2014 recipient, Sarah Charlton, from 

Broken Hill has commenced a double degree 

in Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science. 

The scholarship is paying for Sarah’s 

accommodation fees, enabling her to stay 

on campus and focus on her studies.

Applications can be downloaded from our 
website: www.bushchurchaid.com.au

Applications are now being invited for the 2015  
April Bottom Scholarship, worth $10,000

April Bottom Scholarship

Previous Scholarship Winners
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The Value of Volunteers

There are some partnerships that are 
absolutely invaluable to the life and work 
of an organisation. 

That is certainly true for Bush Church 

Aid when it come to the support and 

contribution of our volunteers, who give 

their time and resources to help out with 

the many tasks that need to be done. 

At this point in time, BCA has over two 

hundred faithful and dedicated volunteers 

who offer themselves in a variety of ways 

to help further the work of the Society in 

bringing the name of Christ to those across 

Australia.

At BCA there are a number of ways 

people can volunteer; one in particular is 

through helping at one of our BCA offices. 

Those who volunteer in this way help 

with tasks such as packaging envelopes, 

managing mail, answering the phone, 

attending to spreadsheets, helping with 

stamps, the archives, and more. At different 

points in time BCA has had volunteers 

who have come in to help set up particular 

programmes that help in an area of need. 

One example of a couple who volunteer in 

the Sydney office with BCA is Greg and his 

wife Christiana. Greg explains his experience 

like this, “I have been volunteering for the 

past nine years. My main task is to assist 

with the work of the Archivist, firstly with 

Clem Kirkby and now with Canon Brian 

Roberts. The Society has a very rich and 

interesting history and I feel privileged to 

be a part of the work on the archives.” You 

will often see his wife Christiana behind 

the front desk helping to answer phones, 

organise mailing lists and other important 

tasks.

Another volunteer, Don Hodges is 

helping BCA in a project that involves 

undertaking a needs analysis of field 

locations where further intentional cross-

cultural ministry or ESL programs (English 

lessons or English Conversation classes) 

may be appropriate. For BCA this is quite a 

challenge as all the locations are so diverse 

and the needs are different in each area. 

Our intention is to try to connect across our 

cultural differences and bring the Christian 

gospel into their lives. “In this area I have 

already identified other Christian people/

organisations who are working in this 

field. The idea is to engage with them and 

explore ways in which we may be able 

partner with them for our mutual benefit. I 

would like to thank all the head office staff 

and volunteers for making me so welcome, 

and for the very encouraging telephone 

conversations and emails I have already 

had with Field Staff on location, ‘where the 

action is!,’” Don explained.

Another young lady, Sarah is also 

helping out in the National Office. She is 

studying nursing and knew of BCA through 

her church and thought it would be a good 

idea to come and help out in any way that 

she could. So every Friday she is coming in 

and helping Philip Lidbetter with database 

entry.

BCA would like to take this opportunity 

to thank all of the supporters that have 

given their time to travel distances either 

long or short to either an office or to Field 

Staff around the country. BCA values your 

contribution and looks forward to what the 

future brings with your help and support. 

Thank you all so much. •

Timothy Adkins

SUPPORT BCA IN  
YOUR WILL

MAKE YOUR MONEY WORK FOR THE 

GOSPEL WHEN YOU HAVE ENTERED 

THE KINGDOM.  

MANY LIVES CONTINUE TO GROW 

TOWARDS JESUS THROUGH THE 

FAITHFUL DEPARTED FRIENDS OF BCA

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ON MAKING A BCA BEQUEST 

CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL 
OFFICE OR COMPLETE THE FORM 

INSIDE THE BACK COVER

Christine Percival - NSW Volunteer
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In an industry like mining where many 
issues of loneliness, isolation and other 
problems can arise, there is a group that 
is bringing the light of Christ into those 
places. The partnership that we have 
with the group in the mining industry is a 
Christian community group called Out of 
the Pit.

The idea behind Out of the Pit is the 

fact that those involved with mining are in 

places that are very remote and they have 

to be away from home for long periods of 

time. This can leave miners feeling isolated 

and disconnected. This is where Out of 

the Pit comes in and bridges that gap of 

connection and gives miners the chance 

to be involved in a Christian community. 

That involves all kinds of activities including 

men’s breakfasts, gatherings, being able 

to see a chaplain and even more. Richard 

Fortune, founder of Out of the Pit, having 

worked in the mining industry himself, 

knows what it is like for the miners out in 

those scenarios and that is why he is so 

passionate about there being a Christian 

community out in the mines like this one.

It is uplifting to hear that Richard 

Fortune appreciates the partnership with 

BCA and it says a lot about where they 

want to head in the future. “It has been a 

great encouragement working with others 

who see the same needs we do, persevering 

in what can sometimes feel like ‘spiritual 

drought’ in the outback. We love BCA 

and value the partnership, the ongoing 

conversation and genuine friendship with 

Mark Short and the team, and the Field 

Staff from many corners of Australia. We 

would love to see BCA’s mine chaplaincy 

programme flourish, acting as a light to 

industry, and as a support network to 

mine chaplains in other organisations and 

denominations,” Richard Fortune said.

This current partnership with Out 

of the Pit and BCA was formed in early 

2005 in partnership with Canon Brian 

Roberts formerly the National Director of 

BCA Australia. It came about because like 

Richard Fortune, Brian recognised the great 

need for the gospel, especially in mining 

communities, and immediately sought to 

help us in whatever way he could and this 

partnership is still going nine years later!

BCA has been involved in helping them 

get established and it had been exciting 

to see how they have served Christians in 

the mining industry by giving them access 

to encouraging relationships and excellent 

resources. BCA knows this is such a valuable 

partnership to have, as there is that mutual 

interest with Christians in the mining 

industry and there are a lot of links that can 

be made through people that are working in 

that industry. •

Timothy Adkins

Digging Deep in Relationship Powering Up with Genr8
One of BCA’s newest partnerships has 
taken an exciting step forward with the 
appointment of the first Bush Scripture 
Adviser. Mrs Cheryl Hallinan is a former 
school principal with many years’ 
experience in children’s and youth 
ministry. Based in Deniliquin, Cheryl 
will work with churches across South-
West New South Wales to see paid SRE 
(Scripture) teachers appointed in state 
high schools. 

This initiative is the fruit 

of a partnership between BCA 

and Genr8 ministries. Genr8 

is a joint venture of Anglican 

Youthworks, Presbyterian Youth, Scripture 

Union and the Baptist Churches of NSW 

and helps Scripture Teachers, Chaplains and 

Scripture Boards strengthen their ministry 

in NSW schools so that many more young 

lives will be transformed through the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Under an agreement with 

Genr8, BCA has committed to provide 

$450,000 over the next five years to 

support the employment of two advisers. 

CEO of Genr8 The Revd Peter Robinson 

explained the partnership in this way. “I 

am deeply excited that we can combine 

BCA’s proven ministry in the bush with 

the single greatest opportunity we have 

to reach young people with the good 

news of Jesus Christ.” That was matched 

enthusiastically by BCA National Director, 

Mark Short who said “God has given the 

BCA family a wonderful opportunity to 

partner in supporting Christian ministry in 

our schools. We are hoping and 

praying that by the end of the 

decade every state high school 

in rural NSW will have a SRE 

teacher in place.”

Cheryl has asked BCA supporters to pray 

for her and her husband Michael as they 

enter this new stage of life and ministry. 

A particular priority for her is to establish 

good working relationships with existing 

SRE teachers, schools and churches across 

a number of communities so that this vital 

ministry may grow.  •

If you would like give financially to support 
Cheryl and this partnership you can do so 
at https://bushchurchaid.com.au/bush-
scripture-initiative-donation

Genr8 CEO Peter Robinson, Bush Scripture 
Adviser Cheryl Hallinan and BCA National 
Director Mark Short

Discussing places to visit in the NSW region
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Numbers exceeded expectations at the 
inaugural Diocesan Camping Weekend 
held at the Riverglade Caravan Park in 
Tumut on the last weekend in February.

Blessed with beautiful weather and in 

an idyllic setting under towering trees on 

the banks of the Tumut River, 58 campers 

and cabin-ers from around the Canberra-

Goulburn Diocese enjoyed fellowship, 

rest and the chance to learn more of the 

opportunities for service around Australia 

provided by the Bush Church Aid Nomad 

programme.

Coordinators of the BCA Nomad scheme 

Doug and Frances Orr spoke of the mutual 

benefit which flows when Nomads offer 

their skills and willingness to serve God’s 

people in remote parishes: a chance to get 

alongside the locals, learn of the special 

places to see, and, at the same time, use 

their expertise to carry out vital property 

repairs, run craft courses or assist with 

administration work, amongst many other 

things! An extra blessing on Sunday was 

the opportunity to gather for worship with 

the Anglican Church family in Tumut.

Below is a testimony of Graeme and 

Kathy Dunn, who have been greatly 

impacted by the Nomad ministry, they also 

attended the weekend at Tumut.

“Over the past 45 years or so Kathy and 

I have had very many rewarding ministries 

within the church. In short God has been 

BCA’s Nomadic Neighbours

Travelling on roads in the outback can 
at times be dangerous. In addition to 
contending with the traffic of various 
kinds, from cars, caravans and road trains, 
there is the road itself. 

Modern highways, narrow single lane 

bridges, gravel and dirt roads will all be 

found across Australia. In the wet season 

water flows across floodways or closes the 

road completely, leaving motorists stranded.

The problems of travel are multiplied 

at night. In the past vehicles often ran off 

the road in the darkness. The invention 

and use of reflectors has made a great 

difference. The white poles standing at the 

side of the road are transformed at night 

as their red and white reflectors light up in 

the darkness. They are of course reflecting 

the lights shining from your vehicle as you 

travel along the road.

I have come to think of them as an 

example of the ministry of Christians in a 

dark world. We are the white posts with 

our reflectors standing along the side of 

the road. In and of ourselves we are not 

the light. We are part of the darkness until 

the light of Christ shines in us. He is the 

light of the world. As we take him into our 

hearts we reflect his light back out into the 

darkness.

If we stand alone there is not a lot 

of difference in the darkness. It is when 

we stand together that we transform the 

darkness. The red and white reflectors 

warn us and keep us on the correct side of 

the road. When the road twists and turns 

there are a lot of reflectors to warn us of 

the dangerous potential of running off the 

road.

The reflectors show us the safe way 

home. When we stand together we show 

people living in darkness the way home to 

the Lord.

Thank you for standing with BCA and 

the Field Staff. Your support is invaluable as 

people travel this life with all its twists and 

turns, and many dangers. Shine as a light in 

the darkness to the glory of God!

The Revd Rob Healy
WA Regional Officer

Shining in the Darkness

Continued Over

Road to Onslow Nomads introduced in Tumut

Bob at St Pauls March 2013 painting the  
church hall 
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good to us. We have supported BCA for 

many years and continue to pray each 

day for those remote areas which BCA 

supports. One day we were reading the BCA 

“Prayer Notes” when it jumped out at us 

that we could be BCA Nomads. In my trade 

as a plumber and with Kathy’s expertise 

in children’s ministry we felt that this is 

our calling. It is our opportunity to help 

parishes who may not have the funds to 

pay for repairs to buildings etc. or may not 

have the people with a particular expertise 

to carry out some work.

With that we contacted the Nomads’ 

Co-ordinators Doug and Frances Orr. When 

I said I was a plumber he exclaimed “we 

always need a plumber”. With some simple 

paperwork we became Nomads 204 and “in 

business”. It is almost 12 months on and we 

love this ministry of helping other parishes. 

It is an excellent way to have a holiday, see 

the countryside, and help God’s people in 

remote areas at the same time. We have 

now done work in parishes in Adelong and 

Tarcutta in NSW and will in a couple of 

months travel to Strathfieldsaye in Victoria 

to help them out.

All through our lives, God has opened 

up ministries to us we never thought 

possible. Being a BCA Nomad is another 

such ministry which has come to us out of 

“left field”. We always thought that it was 

for other people, but it isn’t. God tugged 

at us to think outside the square, and this 

is where we are. We hope that by reading 

this article you may be stirred into action 

and sign up as Nomads. It is a wonderful 

ministry and the Nomads are a great group 

of like-minded people. Kathy and I will 

continue to pray that more people may 

open up to this great ministry and further 

God’s Kingdom here on earth.” • 

John Jenner
Tumut Attendee - former BCA Field Staff

VALE
Mrs Sue Doncaster, the wife of The Revd Ted 

Doncaster died in Perth on February 5th. Ted 

and Sue and their family served with BCA in 

Carnarvon from 1968-1969, and their pastoral 

duties included the Gascoyne-Ashburton Parish, 

including the towns of Exmouth and Onslow. 

They continued serving with BCA in Southern 

Cross until 1972, returning to parish ministry in 

Perth where they actively promoted the work 

of BCA.

The Revd Dalba Primmer died on April 30th 

after a six month struggle with cancer. He 

served with BCA in Newman, WA, from 1976-

1978 and then 

in various 

parishes in 

the Diocese of 

Canberra and 

Goulburn from 

1979-1994. 

He ministered 

as a locum in 

Sydney Diocese before retiring in 2009. Dalba 

was a man of strong personal conviction as 

to Christ’s reconciliation of all things and an 

active supporter in God’s mission.

FAREWELL
Arthur and Jane Tanner retired from Flinders 

Island at the end March and returned to 

their home in Hawker, SA. They moved to the 

Furneaux Island group in 2010, and previously 

served with BCA in Leigh Creek. Arthur 

and Jane take courage that God has made 

everything suitable for its time and our prayers 

go with them in “this season” of their lives and 

ministry.

Timothy Adkins was farewelled at the 

end of May after 12 months as Media & 

Communications Officer, whilst Alison was 

on maternity leave. We have been thankful 

for his contribution and the encouragement 

he has given us all through his exuberance 

and positive attitude. Timothy will be missed 

and we wish him well as he seeks to continue 

writing and develop a photography website. •

Post and Rails

Nomads Tumut Gathering

18 19WINTER 2014 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



 

20 WINTER 2014

Wild Winds in Wickham

Life is tough at the moment for those who 
live in the town of Winton in central west 
Queensland as they are in the midst of 
one of the worst droughts this part of the 
country has seen. 

However, there is a lot to be thankful 

for. The community is banding together 

and there are food vouchers being received 

from other organisations and a buy a bale 

scheme, where people can buy bales of 

hay for farmers to provide feed for their 

livestock.

Our resident BCA Field Staff Anne and 

Noel Nixon are on the ground there and 

they, along with members of their local 

church community are doing what they can 

to help support locals. They are responding 

in practical ways by spending time with 

those families under pressure to give them 

a break from everything around them. 

Secondly there is a tremendous amount of 

prayer happening for the drought.

BCA Field Staff Anne Nixon explained to 

me that, “there has been very little rain and 

it has been patchy storm rain, we need that 

soaking rain. There have been many here 

and from afar providing support, which has 

also lifted morale.”

Initially, there may be a sense of 

feeling overwhelmed in how to respond 

to this. However there is a way that we 

can respond to the residents, families and 

friends of those living in this situation: 

there is something that we can do. The 

most practical way that the rest of us can 

help those on the ground is by lifting them 

up and giving them to God in prayer. We 

need to earnestly pray for a general and 

soaking rain and for people there to realise 

there is help being given and that people 

will see and seek that help, throughout this 

challenging time.

BCA is committed to standing with 

Anne and Noel as they stand with their 

church and community. Supporters have an 

opportunity to help them and other BCA 

Field Staff connect people with Christ by 

giving to our appeal. See inside back cover. •

Timothy Adkins

Sunset at Winton

We often talk about bringing the New 
Year in with a ‘bang’, but NYE for us in 
Wickham, had a ‘crash, smash, and roar’ 
to go along with a lot of ‘bang’. 

Cyclone Christine was a massive storm 

system, with an ‘eye’ over 60km wide, and 

she made a late turn straight towards 

us, to lash us with winds up to 240km/h 

(Category 4) for 6 hours from 9pm-3am, 

as the eye made land-fall. It. As you can 

see from the photo here, it is staggering 

that we had no lives 

lost in Wickham, 

Roebourne, or Point 

Samson. Indeed, the 

worst injury I heard 

of was 10 stitches in 

someone’s arm from 

flying tin. We are 

immensely thankful 

for the Lord’s mercy 

in all of this, and for 

people’s many prayers – they were much 

needed and answered. The town lost 80% 

of its trees; and there was much damage 

to property, but these can be replaced. The 

community came together in wonderful 

ways, and local Christians from Karratha 

were active in demonstrating God’s love 

in a ‘hands on’ fashion. My focus was on 

those hardest hit, and those on the margins, 

who may not have received the care that 

others have. At times it was very moving 

to see the impact this has had on folk, 

and indeed many who are not Christians 

have expressed great thanks to God. It was 

amazing to support one couple who fled 

their building as it was ripped apart around 

them, to the ‘safety’ of a box trailer chained 

to a pole, where they sheltered for 8 hours 

until morning. As we toasted the New Year 

together, they let me give thanks to God for 

His amazing mercy in preserving their lives. 

Indeed, I was very thankful for the appeal 

established through BCA, which raised 

funds that have enabled me to assist those 

who are still sleeping on mouldy beds from 

the water damage. Many thanks, too, for 

people’s prayers 

for us Gozzies. 

We were relatively 

safe in our part 

of town, and so 

were able to have 

the rare privilege 

of witnessing the 

awesome power 

of God’s Creation 

in full force. This 

provoked to me to equally fervent praise 

and also prayer for those on the other side 

of town who were more exposed to the 

brunt of the Storm than us. The aftermath 

saw the town without power for 5 days, 

and the clean up left all weary in the heat 

of a Pilbara Summer, but the town is again 

functioning, though it will be a long time 

before it it doesn’t have that ‘stripped 

bare’ look. Thank you for your support, 

encouragement, and, your prayers. •

Richard Goscombe 
BCA Field Staff in Wickham

  Keeping Connected in Dry Times
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Tracks of Grace

At 55, I ran away from South Carolina. 
Leaving without telling anyone, everything 
that I believed was thrown in the bin, so I 
left. I knew it was wrong as I stood in my 
kitchen with a friend and said, “I know 
the Lord doesn’t want me to do this, it’s not 
what He has planned for me, but I’m doing 
it anyway.” 

I believe I felt the Holy Spirit leave me 

at that moment. As if I’d  learned nothing 

in the years of the Lord’s faithfulness. I 

flew 12,000 miles to be with a man who 

wasn’t my husband or a Christian. I thought 

I’d left my unwise decisions, poor choices 

and all the injustice done to me, behind. I 

left my grown children, family and friends, 

intending never to return and relieved to be 

out of such sad circumstances, “What shall 

it profit a man if he shall gain the world, 

and lose his own soul?” Mark 8:36

A year and a half later, I was trying 

to make a go of life without God as an 

American nurse in a remote Australian 

hospital. The relationship I hoped for had 

become violent and hurtful. I was drinking 

daily and hiding, a lost soul putting one 

foot in front of the other. Christ was there 

even when I didn’t believe in him, want 

him or want to serve him. He did not give 

up on me and I found myself in a small 

congregation in Wickham, WA despite 

trying desperately to stay away, the pull 

was too great. Tears flooded after a soul 

wrenching service and I stood in the centre 

of the Community Hall crying from the 

deepest place within me, “I AM THE WORST 

OF SINNERS! I know the Lord and He knows 

me. I have rejected Him and there’s no help 

for me.” Despite my years with the Lord, 

I still didn’t know His death on the cross 

had given me freedom to return to Him as 

the prodigal daughter. I couldn’t believe it 

was possible that anyone could love that 

much and I knew I wasn’t worthy of that 

love 12,000 miles away, on the other side 

of the world. Christ met me there; what an 

awesome and wonderful God we have!

I thank God for BCA who put the 

Goscombe family there and established the 

church. That first day, Richard took time 

to talk to me, invited me to talk, listen, 

read the Bible, and pray. He assured me 

Christ was there whether I believed or not. 

‘I pray that your partnership with us in the 
faith may be effective in deepening your 
understanding of every good thing we 
share for the sake of Christ.’ (Philemon 1:6)

My faith and understanding of God’s 

goodness to us deepened through our 

partnership with the members of BCA 

when I worked with BCA in Mt Magnet. 

One particular example stands out clearly 

in my mind, please allow me to share it 

with you in order that your understanding 

will be deepened and your important work 

encouraged.

We were fortunate to have a group 

of young adults come to our parish for a 

week of intentional mission; these adults 

were from one of our partner churches, 

St Stephens’ Normanhurst. While there, 

one of the missioners was expressing her 

anguish that many of these children did 

not have access to the Word of God. As 

we talked and prayed about the issues we 

cried together - so great was our depth of 

feeling at not being able to provide what 

we believed necessary. We went to bed 

that night with heavy hearts that we could 

not provide this basic spiritual necessity. 

In the post the next morning was a letter 

from a woman in another part of Australia, 

outlining her prayer time, using the BCA 

prayer diary only a few days earlier in which 

she felt what was needed was to send a 

cheque for (I think) $500 to buy Bibles for 

the children in our area. What joy it was 

for me to share this letter with my mission 

partner. We had become a partnership of 

three, couched in a partnership of hundreds 

of prayerful people.

Now that I serve as a Councillor on 

the BCA Board, I partner with the board 

members around the table, I partner 

with staff and the Field Staff around the 

country. I continue in this partnership by 

the supportive prayers of the members 

who often encourage me by telling me 

what they have prayed for me recently. My 

partnership with BCA continues to deepen 

my understanding of God and what He 

is doing in his world. I trust and pray our 

partnership will continue to bless you in 

similar ways.

Mellita Bate
Councillor

COUNCILLORS 

COLUMN

Continued Over

Tracey, Sarah and Richard Goscombe in the back row and Hannah Casey, Sally Lumpkin and Will 
Lindeback in the front
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Penrith Anglican College students lead the 
Church in music on a Dusty Boots trip at Broken 
Hill

I attended Bible studies and joined the 

fellowship. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 

5:3

 It was not an easy time, it was a battle 

to surrender, a heart freeing confession to 

the Lord and to man I could finally make. 

During my time at Wickham Anglican 

Community Church I was part of the 

music team and the music would carry me 

through the whole week. They also held a 

BBQ Church monthly in a park in the poorer 

part of town.

Praise the Lord for His blessing upon 

those doing God’s work in Wickham. I 

pray ministry continues and God provides 

through the generous support of BCA. I 

pray for provision of a building for the 

Church to worship in, that people’s hearts 

in Wickham are moved to know God and 

BBQ church continues to bring the Good 

News. Pray also for those ministering to 

families living in dysfunction, children 

exposed to neglect, violence and vulnerable 

to abuse. I pray for safety in spreading 

the good news, to bring healing to broken 

families from drugs, alcohol, sickness, 

negligence and that the community is 

renewed in Christ and their hearts be filled 

with His love. Pray they might know the 

greatest love story in history and turn to 

Jesus. I ask this in the blessed name of your 

son Jesus Christ. Amen  • 

Sally Lumpkin 
Sally Lumpkin is now back in South Carolina.

Tracks of Grace continued

The partnerships that BCA has with 
schools are very important to the Society. 
Throughout Australia there are Field 
Staff who are working in partnership 
with schools as chaplains and teaching 
scripture classes. It is not only a blessing; 
it is a privilege to be able to have an 
opportunity to share the love of God with 
the next generation.

 There are also a number or trips 

organised where groups of youth are able 

to go on a trip to visit Field Staff and the 

areas they are working in.

Many of the Field trips that happen 

are organised through BCA’s Dusty Boots 

programme. The Dusty Boots Programme 

sees teenagers from urban and suburban 

areas travel hundreds of kilometres to serve 

a remote community. Whether painting a 

church building, landscaping, running a 

children’s programme, or cooking food, the 

team are constantly serving one another 

and the community they visit. There will 

be a few of these trips happening in the 

next few months that we look forward to 

In Step with our  
School Partners

telling you about. Rob and Jenny Stubbs 

and Beth Hazell head up this fantastic 

ministry and are always seeing the fruits 

of these trips through the lives of the kids 

through hearing their stories directly or 

second hand. One of BCA’s Dusty Boots 

Coordinators Jenny Stubbs described it this 

way, “Dusty Boots encourages young people 

to go into the Outback, to do some service 

and to get their boots dusty!”

One particular school in the Sydney 

region that BCA has a long standing 

positive relationship with is Danebank 

Anglican School for Girls. Once or twice a 

year, they will send a student from a Life 

Skills class to do work experience in the 

National Office in Sydney and that has been 

happening now for over five years. On top 

of that, there will be excursions organised 

for some of their students to see some of 

the work that happens there. In late March, 

there were a wonderful group of students 

who took a trip to the Sydney office to 

see what the role of those staff members 

are and to learn more about what the 

Society does. At the school, they also hold 

fundraising days for BCA. There are four 

houses at Danebank that support a charity 

or mission organisation. Richmond House 

supports BCA. They fund-raise in Term 1. 

This year Richmond House Junior School 

held a Bush Mask day, where there was a 

contribution of a gold coin to participate. It 

is amazing to be partners with a school that 

is willing to get on board with the mission 

of BCA and raise funds for the work that is 

going on in the Society.

Whether it is young people going out 

to visit the outback with Dusty Boots, or 

having young people visit the National 

Office, it is a joy to see these young people 

being blessed. •

Richmond Bush Mask Day
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From the ArchivesFrom the Archives
The Bush Parson and St Patrick

2014 marks the 100th anniversary of 

the birth of a very prolific and celebrated 

biblical scholar and 

author, the Revd 

Leon Morris. 

He published 

over 300 primary 

theological and 

biblical works. Born 

in Lithgow, his father 

an iron founder, 

Leon trained as 

a teacher with a 

degree in chemistry 

and started ministry 

in February 1938 just 

one month before 

applying to BCA. 

Serving a curacy at 

Campsie he then 

took up the BCA 

mission in outback 

South Australia at 

Minnipa in 1940. 

It was there that 

he studied New 

Testament Greek for his 

London BD in the passenger 

seat of the BCA mission 

van called ‘St Patrick’ while 

Mildred his wife drove the 

long dusty roads from station to station 

properties and small out back settlements. 

Writing from Minnipa in 1943 on the 

need for BCA supporters to continue their 

giving Leon said...

“ever since the War began families have 

been moving out; a bad season, low prices 

for farm products, high wages in munitions 

factories, the desire 

to live near relations 

when the man at 

home has gone to 

war, debts and the 

impossibility of 

reducing them under 

present conditions, 

transfers of bank 

officials and school 

teachers- all sorts 

of reasons have 

contributed to 

the exodus … but 

10,000 square miles 

have been added 

to the mission…

there is still much 

to do…the job 

is abundantly 

worthwhile …over 

Easter I had services 

at 8 different centres 

and travelled 251 

miles….  

The triumphant Easter 

message with its note of 

victory over the powers 

of evil through the power that is in the 

crucified and risen Lord, brought its never 

failing inspiration and cheer into those 

tiny congregations as we thrilled in our 

devotion to Him”.

The support for Leon’s ministry came 

from far and wide, including a mission 

group in Church of Ireland’s St Patrick 

Cathedral Armagh, through the Colonial 

Continental Church Society (now ICS; BCA’s 

sister organisation in Europe) who supplied 

the green GMC van named ‘St Patrick’. “I 

went everywhere in the green van with the 

Irish saint’s name” wrote Leon, realising 

its ability to open conversation about the 

Lord “A side effect was that wherever I was 

not known I found that for some reason 

people thought I belonged to another 

denomination!” After five years with BCA, 

Leon accepted the Vice Principal’s role at 

Ridley College Melbourne. The need to 

prepare and send ministers, with a clear 

understanding of the scriptures and a love 

of their Lord, to the bush was always close 

to his heart. Leon went home to the Lord 

in 2006.

Revd Brian Roberts Hon. Archivist
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 CARDS
BCA 009 Real Australia Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70
BCA 011 Bygone Days Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70
 MUSIC
BCA 229 Bring on the Day Garage Hymnal $24.95
BCA 233  Super Saviour - Double CD Colin Buchanan $24.95
BCA 223 A Very Very Very Big God Emu $16.95
BCA 219 Meet the King Emu $16.95
BCA 205 Outrageous Praise 2 CD set $33.00
BCA 206 Outrageous Praise Songbook $16.50
BCA 210 10,9,8 God is Great Buchanan $24.95
BCA 221 Jesus Rocks the World Buchanan $24.95
BCA 226 Moving Devotions with Buspa Dreamswork $25.00
BCA 227  Colin’s Favourites DVD Plus Live in Sydney 2000 Colin Buchanan $19.95
BCA 228 King of Christmas DVD Colin Buchanan $19.95
BCA 225 King of Christmas CD Colin Buchanan $24.95
BCA 231 J is for Jesus Karen Pang $19.95
BCA 232 Living On The Inside Greg Jones $30.00
BCA 234 Take My Life Garage Hymnal $19.95
BCA 235  Seventy Times Seven by Steve Morrison Steve Morrison $24.95
 BOOKS
BCA 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust Kerry Medway $8.00
BCA 117 Desperate Kerry Medway $8.00
BCA 101 The Meaning of Life Jeanette Fogarty $12.00
BCA 111 Fox Tales from Far Flung Places Barbara Fox $16.50

BCA 107 After the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00
BCA 112 The Last Lessons Audrey Aspeling $15.00
BCA 127  Teenage Bushranger  Kerry Medway $19.95
BCA 128 Amazing Grace Peter Rahme $7.95
BCA 129 Dying To Be Heard David Hart  ON SPECIAL $22.95
BCA 131 Party Cakes – Cookbook Julie Lanham  ON SPECIAL $20.00
BCA 137  Hip Hip Hooray – Cookbook  Julie Lanham ON SPECIAL $20.00
BCA 132 Free Too   Chris Thiele ON SPECIAL $20.00
BCA 135 Losing my Religion  Tom Frame  $34.95
 CHILDRENS BOOKS
BCA 133 Francy The Fearful Firefly Jen Anderson $14.95
BCA 134 Lenny the Lying Lemur Jen Anderson $14.95
  Set of hardcovers  ON SPECIAL  $25.00
BCA 236 Quiz Worx pack  (CD and Comic) $19.95
 SELF HELP AND EDUCATIONAL
BCA 125 Tibby Briar–Her Story Phyllis Collie $4.00
BCA 123 Good Grief–Bad Time Terrence C.T. Tung-Yep $18.00
BCA 122 Aboriginal Stereotypes Alan Rogers $8.00
BCA 121 White Fella Culture A must for Nomads $12.00
 GIFT IDEAS
BCA 010 BCA Tie  $25.00
BCA 013 BCA Teatowel   $8.00
BCA 014 BCA Goldtone Pen (refillable) $7.50
BCA 018  The BCA Bilby – BCA For Kids Mascot  $15.00

BCA 131 Party Cakes – Julie Lanham  
BCA 137  Hip Hp Hooray – Julie Lanham
$20.00 each (usually $24.95) or $35.00 for the set of 2

BCA 129 Pro Hart Dying To Be Heard – David Hart  
The Ned Kelly of the art world, Pro Hart stood on high 
ground against popular thinking. His is an inspirational 
story of success, betrayal and tragedy. 
Half Price!  $22.95

BCA 132 Free Too – Chris Thiele  
Past BCA Field Staff, Chris combines careful research 
of historical records with his ability to tell stories to 
bring to life the events of Hobart Town and the new 
colony’s desperate struggle for survival. Now $20.00

With school back and children’s parties starting, these 
cakes will add a sparkle to any celebration!  
Full colour photos and step by step instructions

REDUCED PRICE BOOKS REDUCED PRICE BOOKS

Catalogue
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I would like to receive:

I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order  Credit card–please complete details below

 Mastercard Visacard  American Express

Name on credit card

Credit card number

Expires on _________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address

  postcode

email  telephone

Supporter number (if available)

  The Real Australian magazine & 
Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support BCA through my Will

 

I would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways:

2. I wish to make a regular donation

 Monthly  Quarterly  6 Monthly  Annually

 By direct debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to 

you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account. PLEASE use your Supporter 
number as a reference (or for anonymous donations–the reference ANON followed by the 
first letter of your State). Our Bank details are: Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

$1. My donation of  to BCA’s ministry
 I wish to donate to BCA’s Appeal
 Please tick here if you need if you need a tax deduction
 (Donations to tax deductible funds cannot be used for general gospel ministry)
 My merchandise Order Form is attached

Response Form

BCA CODE DESCRIPTION QUANTITY $ TOTAL

SUB-TOTAL

PLUS Postage and handling charges–$8.50 per order

TOTAL

My cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 Mastercard   Visa American Express

      expires on

Name on credit card Signature

 

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  Surname

Address       

     Postcode

Email     Telephone

Supporter number. (if available)
We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $8.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Real Australian Gift Order Form

Orders can be made online at our website www.bushchurchaid.com.au
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